
OL

69

99

gg apesnlJ erl]

i9

l9

I9

uorsrf,ac,sEItlI]EW .g.t

rElN IErrSolorp{sd v '9',

trISrN arIrJo rapEsnrC eqJ .i.,

roJ dpBax'suEruotto aqt tsurBBE auolv urE8v aluo .€.t

aqnuBc aql uo uSI?dtuED S.PEIA 'Z.t ryg ITI.TA I]IqI EJEId PAIJOIS E

lrpl re rpnq pel\ qJrnqf, erlJ '?'t

I uI quela pue larrroC s.dalpH 'E't

EI{ IZ :BrrBurodJo rlulg eql 'z't

EPT-c (9stl; reuro3 sy'apg

@no-rqt pada-nuo3 a8zssa141 y 'y'y

UAINU IUVNOISIA V ''
rIr]J\.uO III OVIA CO If,VCA'I AHT 'E

Ia^ou s,ra{ols urEJg'I'z
.IVNOIJ3IC CO WIV!ru AHJ

{O:II{J-NVd TVCruOJSIH gHJ IAIOXC'Z

sBurq uerueuroa

uo11 tuepuadapur d1,ra.au eq1 'V'l

?uIJo uortEr"lraP eqJ - LLgl 't'l
qadouu4 patun aqJ - 65gI '7.'l

p agr,:a-ndug uErrroD6 aqI 'I'I

AUNJNSS HJNSSISNIN SHJ

IT'II TYf, ruOJSIH CACCA'IC-'I'INC V' I

-'srea.( ggy rar;y

II IUVd

IIoqtrE Ieruf, s,psl^Jo /vrer^al v'g'g
qzpue8edo:d:oJ pesn aruBu V'Z'g

E6' seruBrlP [BruourrrlEru asolf, 'I 'g

WNJ)VCJSOd'8

t)f,v'Is Y (INV'SJSXCiIU 'SdOWnd '/

OUHINS-TII ONV NOII\TU:ISIT AHJ '9

lr€ruod aqI 'g's

ralqdme4 snourduouy aqJ 'Z'g

pdu6 epur8zdor4 Sur8ea y '1'9

N'[.OU3 SIH JO Hf,UVgS NI DNI) V'9

IESSEA paurElun uv 'I't

SCVSNUC NVI^IOJIO-IJNV :IHJ

CO NOIIVWY'If,OXd gHI CINV II SNId AdOd'T

65 lylsure8yeuoy'g'€
69 suoxes eqr ]sure8y re6 pnrauruoC aql .2.€

99 ,]ElnO apEsnrD arD, ro uroc uErqrBll?ar 
^ 

aN srlJ .I'€

99 JVITUHI NVIAIOJJO AHJ IINO'IV CNIf,YC'€

tg ,fie8ung;o 3uq1 ,snura-ro3 sEnprEW .g.Z

nS Brr{TEIIEA\Jo satue8ra,uq prrraruruoC a:q^1- .L.Z

€s uoDutuo{uoc raPzorg v 
.g.z

I S srnoqq8ra111 ssepsad arp Burczg .g.7

Ig rap-rog uerue,rldsuEll arDJo aluaJac arp uI euolv .'.2

gt u8ral puoca5 s,pEI -.sua^Beq aqr qtrr,,r SulzruorulEH, - gsrl .E.Z

Lt u8raa ]s.rrg eqj- - Srnl 
.Z.Z

8€ splro^, ]ualaJJrp aarrlt Jo acueuadxa uy .Sur8urrqdn s,pEIA .I.Z

8g SUVSSIIuOC SIH CO IICVJN:IH AHJ SNIIUUVC - III CVIA'Z
9e uo8zrq eqrJo raprg erp pue InrErC II peIL.Z.y.l

0€ raplg eqtrarrrw'I't'I

0€ l:nruer qlsl-qrtl aqt:o\spooarco

uErqtrBIIBl(\ Jo sapesnrcyo Lrqod eq1 .reerql uBruollo egJ .t.I

nZ .,hsrui(p qereseg .uop?punoJ Erqr"lplN aql .€.I

BI txaluof, pf,ruouof,a pue prqqodoag .eruuali(suerlJo puEI arlJ 'Z.I

s I saPBsru) puz ,bede4 .1 .1

sr IXiIJNOf, NVAdOUnA UACVOUS V'r

aruessruuell.(yree ;o pua8el alllusra^ V 
.Brg )el1-r. K lo ponalo1lll puIA

I IUVII

uorlJnPoIuI

slueluoJ

VI

https://www.libris.ro/vlad-iii-dracula-the-impaler-a-versatile-legend-PCU978-606-95083-4-3--p24393012.html


Contents

rersatile legend of early Renaissance

:::= l':--::iitrcal and economical context

:::: ' l:sarab dvnasq"

L. : ---::r oi crusades of $Tallachian

::---:a- :-:r

:: l::=: c::he Dragon

:-r :.GE OF HIS FOREBEARS

- :i:::-::.:e ofthree different worlds

.r-. : ,:ear ens'- Vlad's Second Reign

-: - . l:=:.r'ivanianBorder

:::.- :.> oi \\'a11achia

-- -- 1,.--^-
- i ., rrridt \

' - . ---,(tr-1 I

: - -::. :i rhe Crusade Ducat'

:: -:-.r::!: the Saxons

l(lt\ ut
1-:

---,. l.'..:be

r:r-:: ::r. Ottomans, Ready for the crusade

l4

15

15

18

24

30

30

36

38

38

47

48

51

51

53

54

54

56

56

59

59

61

6t

64

55

66

69

70

5. A KING IN SEARCH OF HIS CRO\rN

5.1. A Raging Propaganda Campaign

5.2. The Anonymous Pamphlet

5.3. The Portrait

6. THE LIBERATION AND RE-ENTHRONEMENT OF VLAD

7. RUMORS, REGRETS, AND A BLACK LEGEND

8. POSTFACTUM

8. 1. Close matrimonial alliances with a King

8.2. A name used for propaganda benefits

8.3. A review ofVlad's cruel actions

PART II
After 400 years...

72

73

/4

76

80

81

82

82

82

83

88

1. A FULL-FLEDGED HISTORICAL FIGURE IN

THENINETEENTHCENTURY 89

1. 1. The Ottoman Empire: 'the sick man of Europe' 90

1.2. 1.859 - The United Principalities of Moldavia and \Tallachia 9l

1.3. 1.877 - The declarati6l ef ildipendence 92

1.4. The newly independent Romania and the crown of steel of the

Romanian kings

2. FROM THE HISTORICAL PANTHEON OF HEROES TO

THE REALM OF FICTIONAL

2.1. Bram Stoker's novel

3. THE LEGACY OF VLAD III DRACULA TEPE$ [THE IMPALER]

4. A VISIONARY RULER

4.1. A Message Conveyed through a Coin:

Halley's Comet (t456) Guiding the lVallachian Eagle

4.2. The Birth of Romania: 2l May 787 7, 1O:OO, Bucharest

4.3. Halleys Comet and events in Romania's history

4.4. The Church Mad built at Ti,rggor -
a storied place thick with historical narratives 1 18

94

95

98

104

106

106

tt2

114



I
,r'dceded Sururro;ar o1

r .\ipPorq aq] Jo ]lnsar B sE eroJeq

? :DPSnrJ ]srrc eq] Jo alurt eql ]E

r:ril Jo sesuel eql qSnorqr Pa,{Aer^

+ ,ro IEarqlno eqt o] Pal qrlqa
s II uEqrn ado4 yo sserf,ns eqt tnq
;a aPESnrf, ar{}Jo EaPr aqJ 'slaPuur

!:i- io EaPr aql ol PalnqrJluof, pu?

r.-?err 'rB.^A. rurlsnry lqoq aqt 'porqr[

r rrixEISI aq] 'pueq rar{}o aq} uO

r-rc:tn]osqE uEtu lB^erpelu aql Surrq

ld \loH eqt o] deu:no[ eq] paurnl

r 'suEIlsIrqJ Jo PIJo,&\ pnlrrrds agt

:i-rd 1o uortrpEr] er{} sr }sru qJIq \
:-:- -lo Eapr aq] Jo ur8rro eq] tV

saPBsnJJ aqrJo sasnE]

:P:S JaPUnSrrU PUE UOTSUa] PaSBeJf, UI

p.:Pp aq Ppoqs o.e\t aq] ueal(leq
o s3qlJnL{J aq} uee.r'tqeq )EaJq IBUU
Jl? e peleJrunurruorxa sale8al pded
::z:rtzd Sursnuo:durolun aq] uaq.&\

'.{I qrrnr{r ura}sea aq}go d}rroqtnz
) .urrorlln? a^Eq Plnoqs - qJrnqr
;: - odod eq] wq] pa^erleq euloU
:1:o:d oruog sE drnluar qlI I aq] ur

::? re-\o salndsrq 'aruo1;o rarrrod
-:rrtrlod o] anp peuesro,la' (acuce:d
sr.ro)srp snor8qea ']seg aq] tuor;
\ ar{l ruou selr?uorssrru (JrloI{lEO
u-r.r.r: suor8ar rI ?lS uI'lortuor pu?
; s-uaruaar8esrp pue aldoulluelsuoo
::E-r ot ue8aq aruog Surleads-une1
.,rr sP-\\ arrdug ueruod aql aJurs

e irede; '1'1

)U-r:I UACVOUB V
I

aJuessrBuea dl.reayo pue8al e1;lesraa V
YIHf,V'I]VIO. {O AOAEIOAIII CV'IA

I IUVd



tTI
) OF EAILACHIA
riearlv Renaissance

1.

A BROADER EUROPEAN CONTEXT

1.1. Papacy and Crusades

Since the Roman Empire was divided into \7est and East (285 CE),

Latin-speaking Rome began to claim superiority over Greek-speaking
Constantinople and disagreements evolved over the church boundaries
and control. In Slavic regions rivalry developed between Latin (Roman

Catholic) missionaries from the \7est and Byzantines (Orthodox)

from the East. Religious discords (differences in doctrine, clerical
practice) worsened due to political conflicts particularly regarding the
power of Rome. Disputes over authority became even more intense

in the 1lth century as Rome proclaimed its primacy over all churches.

Rome believed that the pope - the religious leader of the western
church - should have authority over the patriarch - the religious
authority of the eastern church. The tensions became a schism in 1054

when the uncompromising patriarch of Constantinople and the three
papal legates excommunicated each other. However, this was not the

final break between the Churches of East and \7est. Rather the breach

between the two should be dated to after 1096 when the crusades

increased tension and misunderstanding between Latins and Greeks.33

Causes ofthe crusades

At the origin of the idea of the crusade rests several factors of
which first is the tradition of pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the center of
the spiritual world of Christians. A road whose difficulties and perils
turned the journey to the Holy Places into the penitence that could
bring the medieval man absolution of sins.

On the other hand, the Islamic conquests ensouled by the spirit of
jthad, the holy Muslim war, created a response in the Christian world
and contributed to the idea of the legitimacy of the war against the

infidels. The idea of the crusade emerged from these two backgrounds,
but the success of Pope Urban II's (r.1088-99) sermon at Clermont,
which led to the outbreak of the first crusade in 1095 must be

viewed through the lenses of change, manifested itself very strongly
at the time of the First Crusade, and that had been developing long
before as a result of the broadly disseminated propaganda dedicated
to reforming papary.34

or

ea
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arl Asia Minor irr 1067 and the Arabs

who ruled the Holy Places) should also be considered. There was even a

tradition of the Byzantine emperor in recruiting Norman mercenaries,
only that they had proved unstable: ready at any time to revolt and
rather eager to realize for their own benefit (and to the detriment not
only of the Arabs but also of the Byzantines) a Mediterranean empire.
Towards the end of the 1lth century, the Emperor of Constantinople
chose to ask help from the pope, and to plead his case throughout
Christendom, thus allowing him to benefit from the military force of
'Western knights.

The increasing power of Venice and other Italian republics and their
interest in supporting, for commercial reasons, Christian expansion
in the Arab-ruled space, is another factor to consider when trying to
explain the success ofthe idea ofthe crusade.

So, Pope Urban II moved by the appeal for aid from Emperor
Alexios I Komnenos (r.1031-1118) at Constantinople, realized the
necessity of protecting Europe most practically by carrying the war
into the enemy's country. And with the broad view of a statesman
probably that he foresaw the gain in authority that would accrue to the
papary from the leadership in a universal movement that would arouse
religious enthusiasm and be conducted under the guidance of the
Church of Rome.3s The Crusaders managed to liberate vast territories
in the Near East (Edessa, Antioch, Tripoli) includingJerusalem, which
was conquered in 1099.

These conquests would establish the foundations of the Latin
principalities of the Holy Land (the kingdom of Jerusalem, the
principality of Antioch, the county of Tripoli, the counry of Edessa),

where models of \Testern feudalism previously unknown to the
Orient, were applied. Confronted with the lack of coordination among
the feudalists settled in the Orient, the land's protection was mainly
assured by the military monk orders (The Knights Hospitaller, the
Templars, and the Teutonic Knights). But Latin dominion was soon
contested by Muslims, who would achieve in the coming centuries
successes that led to the organization ofnew crusades.

A special mention deserves the Fourth Crusade (|ZOZ-O+), which
was turned by the Venetians from its original goals, and ended with
the conquest of Constantinople: on its throne until 1261 ruled Latin
emperors ('Western and Catholic).

The loss of \Testern possessions in Syria continued during the
1 3th century and in l29l , the last point of Latin resistance, Acra was

ilr'II
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: lr ::e Romans in 106 CE and called
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Map of the middle Danube basin by Johannes Honterus (1498-1549) -
the territories of Transylvania, \Tallachia and Moldavia under the name DACIA
- published in ,,Rudimenta Cosmographiae", Bragov, (tS+t) (https://commons.
wikirnedia.org/wiki/FileJohann-Honterus_Septemcastrensis_de_Corona.jpg)

].d'r

'cr 
rr

W-l

Dacia in the lst century CE (histon maps.ro)
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lr. i: the eastern frontier (eastern

sle -. a:opulation of the same Finno-
rri. c r','ere actually'Magyarized' after

Fo: l.c--n io exploit the gold and silver

lrcl:r:: the southern CarPathians),

e. --c Lu,remburg zones, were settled
-.:e :e .ion. Following the Saxon law
: irlcre. tor all German settlements in
-res:s :ook the name Saxons - Sachsen

-r-{. cr ',oreuod, (a Slavic term used

r:a::C r-anous entities designated as

es .-: each nation: Hungarian comitats

J,,r i:r the center; the'seven' Saxon

-. 'r,:-- ,s trvo Saxon districts, Bragov

--:i :.' :he east. [The Stihle and sztik,

l-e :::.; io citadels]

:r-:... :: Trans-vlvania the Romanian
j:::-.' c: rvhrch the most important
s,o-.::, =nd \laramures to the north,
:-:r::.,, rvhen the kings of the new
-S- 

':pDressed the privileges of the

,r:lo :.c not possess royal diplomas.

*r-ri;.ced ro the rank of commoners
:::.:]: orincipalities were dispersed

: :--. Srron Sfllftle. \rhile a part of the
o; r-:-: status, another part, to keep

L.-.---..n. or decided to emigrate over

^u t:L Jd\ Id.

e si-! 3:i Sa-xon StrihJa (the German
1--'''.-'..ris71, even if afterwards there
--:- :1\o Saxon districts. The most

:e:ri Transvlvania were Kronstadt
. Srcos -Ora$tie], Miihlbach [SebegJ,

"l o: :hem but mainly Kronstadt and

ie \\-allachian border benefitted from
oc :he trade routes coming from the

eer--h century, they were granted the

.e .S:;telrechf in German] stipulating
::aie in southern Transylvania were

demanded to stop for at least one month in one of these cities and
sell their goods with priority to Saxon burghers.3s Much more, in
1358 the Kronstadt merchants received privileges of freely circulating
with their goods through \Tallachia on the routes directing to the
lower Danube and the Black Sea. This was a direct consequence of
the vassalage link between the Hungarian crown and the \Tallachian
princes. (a situation dating around the formation of 'il7allachia and
following the election in 1308 of Charles Robert of the House of
Anjou-Naples as King of Hungary).3e

Hungaryhad control also over the minting of coins. The rVallachian

princes could strike coins but aligned with Hungarian ones. From
1355 to 1452, this fact had serious consequences for the \Wallachian

economy, dependent on the devaluations of Hungarian coinage, which
was a diminution of the fraction of precious metal (silver) in coins,
while their exchange value remained the same. Therefore, exchanging
old coins for new ones was to the detriment of \Wallachians. Also,
they lost when trading in the Balkans and Ottoman Empire, as the
devalued coinage was not accepted at its face value but rather evaluated
according to the weight of precious metal. \Thenever \Wallachian

princes required a right exchange rate for their money, contrasting
with the devalued Hungarian coinage, the Crown had threatened with
penalties, such as seizing their two Transylvanian fiefs: Amlag and
Flgirag, (situated between Brasov and Sibiu which Louis of Anjou,
King of Hungary, had granted in 1365 to his \Tallachian vassal -
Vladislav I), or by appointing another prince from the long queue of
claimants to the throne of \Tallachia, who were watching for their
moment, sheltered behind the walls of the Saxon cities.

This enforced devaluation of \(allachian coinage had dramatic
consequences for transactions operated abroadao while the
Transylvanian Saxon cities experienced unparalleled prosperity,
increasing currency speculation.

The problem was even worsened by political refugees - claimants
to the \Wallachian throne, who found protection in Transylvania. A1l
the efforts of the \Wallachian princes to obtain the expulsion failed
in front ofthe Saxons'spirit offreedom and hospitality. Except these
demands were paired with threats or adequate bribes.

[-------.,]l
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